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November 1, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Ed Manley 
Village of Dobbs Ferry 
Building Department 
112 Main Street 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 
 
 
Dear Mr. Manley: 
 
I am writing to report a potentially dangerous condition at the south chimney of 480 Broadway, 
Dobbs Ferry. Due to age, historic neglect, and lack of maintenance under previous ownership, the 
masonry and flashing have deteriorated to such an extent that there is constant water infiltration 
both through the masonry and between the masonry and the roof.  The optimal solution is the 
complete replacement of the chimney. However, due to the high cost of the extensive restoration 
work the owner has undertaken on all other parts of the house, this additional work is prohibitively 
expensive. The damage to the interior and potentially to the structure, makes this an emergency 
situation. As the chimney is obsolete serving no mechanical purpose, we strongly recommend that 
the chimney be removed under an emergency work order. 
 
With last week’s severe weather and additional severe weather expected the end of this week, it is 
our intention to remove the chimney this week. We would greatly appreciate your immediate 
response. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Arthur Chabon, AIA 
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