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MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor Rossillo and Members of the Village Board of Trustees

FROM: Valerie Monastra, AlCP

Re: Mid-Hudson Regional Community Resilience Planning

DATE: Januarys, 2024-

CC: Robert Yamuder, Village Administrator

Lori Lee Dickson Esq., Village Attorney

The Village of Dobbs Ferry, in collaboration with four other municipalities and Pace University Land Use
Law Center ("the Center"), received a grant from the Department of State in 2020 for Pace University Land
Use Law Center to facilitate a community planning process to develop a resiliency assessment and prepare
local waterfront revitalization program resiliency components.

The purpose of the grant was to undertake an evaluation of the communities' existing Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program (LWRP) efforts, local plans, and resiliency issues and barriers. The Center worked
with the Resiliency Advisory Committee to conduct resiliency assessments, identify and prioritize
strategies for waterfront revitalization and coastal resilience, and develop resiliency recommendations
that could help implement these strategies. This work will help Dobbs Ferry identify weaknesses and
strengths related to resiliency in its current Vision Plan and LWRP.

Pace University is nearing the end of this work, and a draft report is currently being prepared. Through
this process, it became clear that the Village has many land use boards and volunteer committees, all

working on various aspects of local government, land use, and environmental sustainability. In addition,
many of these boards and committees are operating in silos and are unaware of work being undertaken
by other boards or committees. It also became apparent that coordination may be needed in order to
successfully integrate various initiatives championed or issues raised by the various boards and

committees into local plans, regulations, and policies.

Tiffany Zezula and Jessica Bacher from Pace University Land Use Law Center will be in attendance via Zoom

for the January 9**^ Village Board meeting to discuss the project with the Board and the next steps that
may assist in the development of a structure that will allow for the Village to reassess various topics in the

current Vision Plan using the resiliency work as an example. The suggested next step is for Pace to assist

the Village in identifying what components of the Vision Plan are still relevant and what needs updating

in terms of resiliency information and recommendations. At the meeting. Pace will present their thoughts

on next steps, and I will discuss how we can assist in replicating the resiliency example for other topics in

the current Vision Plan.

This is just an Initial discussion, and if the Village is interested in furthering this idea, I can work with Pace

to develop a general approach to the project and a timeline for the Village Board to review.
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The Land Use Law Center

of Pace University School
of Law

Dedicated to fostering the
development of sustainable

communities through the promotion
of innovative land use strategies and

collaborative decision-making
techniques.
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LWRP Grant

LULC to work with five Mid-Hudson

municipalities to develop innovative approaches
for climate change adaptation and community
resiliency.

Assistance would include:

• Conduct resiliency assessments

• Identify and prioritize strategies for
waterfront revitalization and resilience

• Develop LWRP resiliency components
I
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Project Tasks

Establish Advisory Committee

Conduct FEMA/EPA Resilience
Implementation and Strategic
Enhancements (RISE) Local
Assessment

Develop Issues, Opportunities and Goals

Conduct Engagement Workshop

Identify Strategies

Develop Resiliency Component
I
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Task: Establish Advisory Committee

Established an advisory committee to oversee all aspects of the project
in cooperation with the Center.

The committee was a representation of relevant departments and
boards.



Name Affiliation Email

Rob Yamuder Village Administrator villageadministrator^dobbsferrv.com

William Brady/Valerie

Monastra Consultant - Principal Planner, Nelson Pope Voorhis wbradv(® nelsonDODe.com

Robert Lane Planning Board Member lanefSDlanandorocess.com

Laura Haupt Member, Architectural Review Board and Planning Board IhauDtf® barkandmeowinc.com

Hibba Haber GAG Member hibba.wahbehfSemail.com

Ed Maniey GAG Chairperson manlevhomeinsDection(®outlook.com

Rob Baron Sustainability Task Force Secretary robertbaron87(5)emailxom

Paddy Steinschneider Sustainability Task Force Member arch329t5)email.com

Brendan O'Grady Sustainability Committee Brendan.ogradv06(®Rmail.com

Matthew Ghiorse Sustainability Task Force Member mrfihiorsef5)smail.com

Linda Stutz Vice Chair, Sustainability Task Force lindastutztSverizon.net

Lawrence Taylor Trustee TrusteeTavlor(5)dobbsferrv.com

Michael Patino Trustee TrusteePatino(5)dobbsferrv.com

Daniel Roemer Building Inspector droemer^dobbsferrv.com



RESILIENCE IMPLEMENTATION AND

STRATEGIC ENHANCEMENTS

(RISE)

January 2G20

RISE LOCAL ASSESSMENT TOOL
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Resilience Implementation and Strategic
Enhancements (RISE) Local Assessment

Members reviewed the Resilience Implementation and Strategic
Enhancements (RISE) Local Assessment and voted on priorities.

See https://drive.googIe.com/file/d/l-
uUDOfsxqxqflHiPYKnzVzSKNv YMvG/view?usp=sharing



STRATEGY CURRENTLY
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Not identified in the Vision Plan. LiMW'A is discussed on the

Westchester Counrv' Flood Zones and Maps page.

fi Erosion is discussed throughout die Local Waterfront
Program document and the Hazard Mitigation Plan. Specific erosion
studies are not mentioned

itional Flood Insurance Program flood zone classifications V130 means coastal flood with velocity hazard (wave action) and BFEs have not been determined VE means an area
dated by 1% annual chance flooding vnlh velocity hazard (wave action), where base flood elevations have been determined, and flood elevation includes wave heights equal to or
ter than 3 feet '.v/.v. fe-ria cov/zor.e--^9-drd-. '-30

FEMA mapping standard for Flood Insurance rate maps, the inland limit of the area expected to receive 1 5-foot or greater breaking waves during the 1-percent-annual-chance
I event, may be included on more recent Flood Insurance Rale Maps



Presentation on Existing Maps

Maps focused on coastal risks and environmental
attributes were shared from a range of sources
including the DOS Geographic Information
Gateway, Westchester County GIS, and other
federal sources such as the FEMA Flood Map
Service Center



. Watershed Characteristics

Steep Slopes in Village of Dobbs Ferry Open Space and Civic Institutions in Village of Dobbs Ferry
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V. Flood and Hazard Zones: Hazard Mitigation Plan Maps

Flood Zone Areas
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Task: Issues, Opportunities and Goals

Using the RISE Local Assessment Tool approach, the Center worked with
the Committee to identify and prioritize issues, opportunities, and goals
for both waterfront revitalization and coastal resilience.



GOAL: Ensure Comprehensive Understanding of Known Hazards,

Risks and Vulnerabilities, and their Potential Effects (Physical,

Environmental, Economic, and Social)

Location of socially vulnerable populations (e.g. age, income and poverty,
education, housing, race, disability, social isolation) is identified in

comprehensive plan, relative to hazards/hazard-prone areas
A current inventory of structures located in floodplains and their current

elevation status is maintained

A current inventory of critical community facilities (e.g., fire stations, town

hall, hospitals, emergency shelters, utilities, schools, etc.) located within the

Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) (or the 1%/100-year floodplain) is
maintained
























