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Dobbs Ferry Architectural and Historic Review Board
112 Main Street
Dobbs Ferry, New York 10522

Re: 1 Myrtle Avenue vi 29 2
Ostrow Residence illage of Dob
o bs F
Building Departmeny’

Dear Members of Architectural and Historic Review Board:

Last May, the Architectural and Historic Review Board (AHRB) approved the design for a
three car garage with habitable space above for 1 Myrtle Avenue, which is on the corner of
Myrtle and Washington Avenues. Construction began several months ago and the site
regrading has been completed to rough grade. The foundation and retaining walls have
been completed and the framing is now in process. Yesterday was the first time that the
owners of the house were able to see the massing as it had been changed in response to
the comments from the members of the AHRB. They are not happy with the massing.

When we first prepared ideas for the addition we considered two alternative locations on
the site and the correct decision was made for the garage to be a projection to the east
from the existing roof line. The AHRB expressed concerns that the massing we were
showing, with a ridge above the garage determined by the existing roof lines running the
full length of the garage, would overpower the house. We convinced the owners to allow
us to eliminate the east third of the addition above the garage to mitigate that concern.
Now that we are able to see the massing in its location context, making that change to the
design was a mistake. We understand the owner’s objections and we agree. There is a
character to the garage that wants the roof above it to be symmetrical. There is absolutely
no issue with the height, massing, or size of the addition. We have discussed this with the
architect for the project, Laura Wakefield, and she also agrees.

We are requesting to make a change to the approved design to restore the symmetrical roof
above the garage, which will follow from the massing of the existing roof on the house.
This adds approximately 280 square feet of habitable area, converting what was going to
be a storage attic above the easy bay of the garage to an expansion of the children’s play
room above.

Submitted with this letter please find a set of five sheets of revised drawings prepared
under the supervision of Laura Wakefield, R.A., dated as revised May 28, 2020, including

* the following:

Sheet A-2.1  “Proposed First Floor Plan”

Sheet A-2.2 “Proposed Second Floor Plan”

Sheet A-3.1 “Proposed South and East Elevations”
Sheet A-3.2 “Proposed North and West Elevations”
Sheet L-1 “Landscaping Plan”
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We have also included copies of the approved Sheets A-2.2, A-3.1, and A-3.2 for your
reference so that you can see the differences. In my opinion, the revised design is far
superior than the approved and, now that the massing can be seen in real life, it is clear
that there is no concern with the addition overpowering the existing house or creating any
kind of adverse condition for neighbors.

If you would like to walk the site, which | would recommend, please give me a call and |
will coordinate with the owner. We look forward to this to you at the June 9, 2020 AHRB

meeting.
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